Government must enable the forestry sector to grow, 1 July 2004

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWAF) is in the process of withdrawing from direct management of forests in line with government’s overall policy.  Its future role will be as a policy maker, regulator, and facilitator.  In this way, DWAF Forestry will enable the forestry sector as a whole to grow.

Withdrawing from management

Government has a long history in commercial forestry in South Africa; indeed, the commercial sector was started and promoted by government.  However, the Department is currently working to move these commercial forest assets into private sector management.  Efforts are being made to transfer plantation assets in ways that offer empowerment and economic enterprise opportunities, especially to those who were disadvantaged in the past.  

DWAF is also the custodian of South Africa’s indigenous forests.  It manages approximately 30% of them.  These forests are generally small and widely scattered, and it is difficult for a national government agency to manage them.  Accordingly DWAF is looking to transfer management of these forests to appropriate agencies.  New management agencies may need support in their new role, which DWAF Forestry will provide.  They will certainly need monitoring to ensure that the new management is providing sustainability, for both local and national benefit.

Making enabling policy and legislation

As a policy maker to the sector DWAF will ensure that government goals of poverty eradication, employment, and sustainable forest management are fully addressed in sector activities.  It is also the Department’s responsibility to ensure that government forestry policies are enacted, the National Forests Act respected, and that new State forest managers comply with their agreements with DWAF.  South Africa’s commitment to Sustainable Forest Management goes beyond legal requirements to the promotion of voluntary compliance and self-regulation.  This is reflected in the high degree of international certification of forest plantations, which is voluntary and incentive-driven.

Bringing role players together

DWAF needs to bring together government, the private sector, NGOs, communities, and other interested groups to ensure that forestry meets its potential in building the country and reducing poverty.  This may involve, among other things, promotion and facilitation of Forestry Enterprise Development. 

