Food & Trees for Africa, 1 July 2004

Food & Trees for Africa (FTFA) is a national NGO that develops, manages and promotes greening and permaculture for sustainable natural resource management, food security, poverty alleviation, improved environments and skills development.

FTFA’S objectives are:

· To work in partnership with government, the private and public sector and civil society to alleviate poverty, develop skills and contribute to food security for the numerous communities that apply to FTFA for assistance

· To contribute to the design, implementation and management of sustainable greening projects

· To create awareness of the benefits of environmental upliftment activities amongst all communities of southern Africa

FTFA has been greening South Africa since 1990 and has contributed to over 500 community food gardens, green suburbs and environmental education and awareness campaigns, and distributed over 2 million trees to disadvantaged and degraded areas in South Africa. FTFA has won national and international awards and recognition. With the support of funders and the endorsement and cooperation of government, FTFA implements three programmes, in partnership with DWAF and others, each with many projects and is increasingly working with people with Aids especially around nutrition. 

"Urban Greening is crucial to sustainable urban development and a better quality of life in South Africa,” said former Minister Ronnie Kasrils

More than 67% of South Africans live in urban areas, mostly in degraded, barren townships. The Urban Greening Fund is a basket fund that supports partnerships for sustainable development through tree planting, parks and food gardening projects, as well as environmental awareness and education. 

Government, organisations, companies and individuals can contribute to this basket of funds to help disadvantaged South Africans to create a greener, healthier and more food secure life.
“A house is not a home without a tree!” said Joe Slovo, late Minister of Housing

Trees for Homes provides trees, training, some employment and awareness for residents in low cost housing developments and contributes to climate mitigation through carbon storage. Trees for Homes links with government, developers, contractors, NGOs, CBOs and new homeowners. 

EduPlant is the national school Permaculture and greening program motivating schools and their communities to address poverty alleviation, greening, food security, capacity building and skills development.

Hundreds of schools throughout the country now have permaculture food gardens, grow a variety of trees, fruit, vegetables, herbs and other plants, improving their health and nutrition and that of their surrounding communities. They are learning to manage natural resources such as water and soil sustainably. Many schools recycle waste and develop useful materials from it. Others provide jobs in the gardens for unemployed parents and even assist nearby schools to improve their environments.

For more information, visit www.trees.org.za or email info@trees.org.za

