Managing forests with people to improve their quality of life for sustainability, 1 July 2004

Participatory Forest Management or PFM is an approach, which involves the participation of communities in the management of forest resources, based on a set of principles for forest-based local economic development aimed at poverty reduction/alleviation.

The Forest biome is a remarkable ecosystem where many plant and animal species coexist in one symbiotic unit.  Human beings also form an integral part of this ecosystem as we depend on the forests for food, shelter, firewood, medicinal plants as well as recreation and spiritual well being.  In the past our access to these resources was limited.  Today DWAF Forestry strives to ensure that communities are not only aware of these rights but also of their roles and responsibilities in terms of sustaining these resources.  This partnership ensures that the State together with the people become equal custodians of this heritage.

Within DWAF, one of the vehicles driving these new ideals is PFM. PFM strives to extend a hand to all forestry stakeholders in order to promote participation in the management and sustainable utilisation of these precious resources.  This has been promoted widely by the formation of PFM Committees and Forums comprising DWAF officials, forest user groups, traditional authorities and local government representatives amongst other stakeholders. These structures form a platform for DWAF officials to speak to the communities and forest user groups about issues pertaining to the management of forests.

The new Forestry Vision acknowledges the role that forests can play in social and economic development and especially towards alleviating poverty.  The PFM approach seeks to achieve these very same goals, namely to enable people to benefit from forest resources whilst managing these very resources in a sustainable way.  This can only be done through creating strong partnerships and building on these partnerships to grow and develop. 

