TOTAL backing for Arbor, 1 July 2004

The annual and very popular Arbor Week, traditionally held in the first week of September, will again be fully backed by TOTAL South Africa as part of the company's on-going programme of support for the conservation of South Africa's environment. TOTAL is the official partner of the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry in the promotion of Arbor Week.

This will be the 15th consecutive year that the company will be involved with Arbor Week, and together with the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, has made it the most popular and well-supported national conservation event on the annual calendar. TOTAL South Africa has been involved in actively promoting environmental conservation since 1958 and Arbor Week is one of the most successful programmes that the company has supported.

The theme of Arbor Week in 2004 is once again "Trees are our Heritage" and the activities to be undertaken highlight the important role that trees play in the life of our country. The major objective of Arbor Week, since its inception, has been to promote the greening of the country, and in the process millions of trees have been planted. 

The provincial authorities in each of the provinces will plan ten trees in the shape of a 10, while TOTAL will donate another 50 trees to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the company in South Africa. Local communities, schools and other community organisations, including local authorities, are encouraged to arrange Arbor Week projects to promote the planting of trees. 

TOTAL, as has been the case in the past sixteen years, has encouraged its dealer network to participate fully. In the past 16 years the company has distributed millions of tree seeds, seedlings and information about the need to plant trees via its service stations, and has also been involved in the development of community tree nurseries, community vegetable gardens and the establishment of recreational parks in communities all over the country. 

