Trees in our lives, 1 July 2004

Stop for a moment and look around you. Everywhere you look you will see a tree or many trees. Ever wondered why trees are important in our lives and why every year people are encouraged throughout the world to plant trees? 

Let us stop for a moment and look at the value of trees in our communities. Trees beautify our surroundings. Trees boost the market value of our property. 

One acre of forest absorbs six tons of carbon dioxide and produces four tons of oxygen a year. This is enough to meet the annual needs of 18 people. Just think of the effect that this has on your well-being and the health of your community. 

By planting trees the quality of our water supply is also improved. Less erosion occurs. In this way the ground water supply is recharged and the transportation of sediment and chemicals into trees are inhibited.

Where trees are properly placed around buildings, it can substantially reduce the air conditioning needs and save energy used for heating. 

Trees are also a stimulus for economic development, attracting new business and tourism. Commercial retail areas are more attractive to shoppers, apartments rent more quickly and tenants stay longer.

Planting trees to beautify our cities and communities and to improve our quality of life is a very important heritage that we leave behind for future generations.

