People are at the heart of forestry, 1 July 2004

The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry is undergoing dramatic change.   Within this change, the Forestry branch is also restructuring.  Forestry is moving from being a manager of State forests to regulation and policy, especially with respect to developing the potential that the forestry sector has to relieve poverty.   

A new Vision statement was adopted by the Department late last year.  It is a vision that will focus efforts on socio-economic development and the eradication of poverty. It is a vision that puts people, and their development, at the heart of forestry. And it recognizes that although forestry already contributes to the alleviation of poverty, it has the potential to do much more. The Vision places DWAF squarely in a leadership role in the sector, with the responsibility to create an enabling environment for economic and social development through sustainable forestry.

The Vision is: 

Forests are managed for people, and we need to create an enabling                                      environment for economic and social development through                                             sustainable forestry, especially at the local level.

Each article in this pamphlet will focus on a different element of the new Forestry Vision.

