Local is lekker, 1 July 2004

Local level development is called for by the Forestry Vision of the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry.  A good example of this is the formation of Fire Protection Associations (FPAs) under the National Veld and Forest Fire Act of 1998.  These are voluntary associations, which may be formed by landowners to prevent, predict, manage and extinguish veldfires in rural and peri-rural areas.


Fifty seven percent of South Africa is exposed to extreme and high risk of wildfires.  The consequences of wildfires are often major or catastrophic.  The fires on the Mpumalanga escarpment in August 2003 caused an estimated R3 to R4 billion of damage to the forest and forest products industries alone. Wildfires cause human death and injury every year. People are left destitute, having lost their homes and livelihoods. The rural poor are most vulnerable, and are left without resources time and time again.  

Fire Protection Associations are formed at a local level, and develop fire protection strategies, which deal with the conditions in their area.  Wherever a FPA is formed, state and municipal landowners in the area are compelled to join it. This ensures that all major role players are involved in efforts to prevent and manage veldfires.  

It is clear that landowners are very keen to establish FPAs in their areas to ensure that veldfires are managed in an effective and efficient manner.  DWAF has received over 120 applications for FPAs to be registered, with about sixty other groups indicating their intention to form FPAs.

The Philippolis Fire Protection Association from the Free State was the first to be registered, along with its Fire Protection Officer, Mr JA Cilliers.  The FPA, once registered, has a number of powers and duties, including to assist neighbouring communities to prevent and manage veldfires.  The FPA will also play an important role once the national fire danger rating system is in place by informing its members of the daily fire danger rating. 













