Facts about water

Let’s see how much you know about water! Here are a few astounding facts highlighting the importance of water in life.

GENERAL:

Did you know that:

· Water is reusable and not renewable.

· The human body is comprised of 80% water. 

· 70% of your skin is water.

· The average rainfall in South Africa is 500mm, well below the world average of 

860mm.

· Only 1% of the earth's water is available for drinking; 2% is currently frozen.

· Water is the only substance on earth found naturally in three forms - solid, liquid, and gas.

· You can survive about a month without food, but only 5 to 7 days without water.

· It is possible to drink water that was here in the dinosaur era.

· About 43% of South Africa's rain falls on 13% of the land, and only 9% of that, reaches our rivers.

· We have 550 government dams in South Africa, with a total capacity of 37 000 million square metres.

· Solid water can float on liquid water.


DOMESTIC

Did you know that:

· The average urban home of 4,6 people uses 640 litres of water per day.

· A dripping tap can waste as much as 60 litres per day or 1 800 litres per month.

· A leaking toilet can waste up to 100 000 litres of water per year, enough to take three full baths every day.

· There are well over 100 000 leaking toilets in South Africa right now…and usually people do not know about it.

· It takes about 2, 5 litres of water to cook pasta and about five litres to clean the pot.

· The average automatic dishwasher uses 68 litres of water per wash cycle.

· The average washing machine uses about 100 litres of water per wash cycle.

· The average bath holds between 150 and 200 litres of water when filled to the brim.

· A toilet is the single biggest user of indoor water. On average, it uses 11 litres of water when flushed. A family of four will use 176 litres of water when each uses the toilet four times per day.

· A 100-watt light bulb left on for 12 hours uses almost three litres of water. This is the amount of water required to generate 100 watts of electricity for 12 hours.

· More than 50% of water applied to lawns is lost to evaporation or run-off due to overwatering and watering during the heat of the day instead of early morning or late afternoon.

· A garden hose can spray about 30 litres of water per minute.

