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1.

INTRODUCTION

This report comprises 2 volumes, namely:

Volume 1: Introduction, selection of RHP site, results presented as tables for each Water Management Area (WMA), conclusions and references (A4 format), and

Volume 2: Maps of national RHP sites per Water Management Area (A3 format).

Data from the regional workshops was consolidated into the standardised spreadsheets and maps showing sites were generated per Water Management Area. The report summarizes the process

followed in the selection of national River Health Programme (RHP) sites.

In this volume maps have been produced per WMA. Sites are presented within the framework of ecoregions (levels | and Il). Rivers, dams, towns and major roads are indicated on each map.

Three types of sites, identified at the workshops, are indicated on the maps as follows:

_ (mostly monitoring) — these sites existed prior to the workshops, mostly as provincial or local monitoring sites. Supporting attribute data for many of these sites have been

provided by regional experts, although in some instances data are missing.

Proposed macro sites - macro site locations were identified at the river reach scale when no sites existed. Supporting attribute data for these sites was generally not available and specific

site locations for these sites will be determined during ground-truthing and site validation.

_ — these are existing sites that represent the “least impacted” condition and which may be used to generate future reference conditions for specific ecoregions, longitudinal
zones and/or river types. The process by which reference conditions are derived will vary with biotic component, i.e. invertebrates, fish, riparian vegetation. It is likely that additional

reference sites will need to be identified within ecoregions which are not represented or under represented.
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