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What is public participation?What is public participation?What is public participation?

Public participation involves a process Public participation involves a process 
resulting in improved decisionresulting in improved decision--making.making.

It is a process leading to a joint effort by It is a process leading to a joint effort by 
I&APsI&APs, technical specialists, the , technical specialists, the 
authorities and the proponent who work authorities and the proponent who work 
together to produce better decisions than together to produce better decisions than 
if they had acted independentlyif they had acted independently
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Public participation principlesPublic participation principlesPublic participation principles

•• Inclusive consultationInclusive consultation

•• Sufficient, accessible information to allow Sufficient, accessible information to allow 
meaningful contributionsmeaningful contributions

•• Information to Information to I&APsI&APs in various waysin various ways

•• Empower people to understand conceptsEmpower people to understand concepts

•• Enough time for commentEnough time for comment

•• Ample time to exchange information/viewpointsAmple time to exchange information/viewpoints
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Objectives of public participationObjectives of public participationObjectives of public participation
To provide sufficient and accessible information                To provide sufficient and accessible information                

to to I&APsI&APs in an objective manner to assist them to:in an objective manner to assist them to:

During the Scoping PhaseDuring the Scoping Phase
•• identify issues of concern, suggestions for       identify issues of concern, suggestions for       

enhanced benefits and alternativesenhanced benefits and alternatives
•• verify that their issues have been capturedverify that their issues have been captured

During the Impact Assessment PhaseDuring the Impact Assessment Phase
(Specialist Studies and EIR)(Specialist Studies and EIR)

•• verify that their issues have been addressed           verify that their issues have been addressed           
either by the Specialist Studies, or elsewhereeither by the Specialist Studies, or elsewhere

•• comment on the findings of the EIA, whether they comment on the findings of the EIA, whether they 
agree with them or notagree with them or not
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Process of integration Process of integration 
 

FINAL SCOPING REPORT AND EIA PLAN OF STUDY

INFORMATION GATHERING

FOCUS GROUP AND ONE-ON-ONE MEETINGS
COLLATE BASELINE INFORMATION

ACCESS FURTHER INFORMATION;
REPRIORITISE ISSUES IF NECESSARY

PRIORITISE ISSUES

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESSENVIRONMENTAL
PROCESS

PROVISIONAL 
SCHEDULE

Month 3 APPLICATION /REGISTRATION OF EIA
AND AUTHORITIES MEETING
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PROGRESS FEEDBACK LETTER AND 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF DRAFT SCOPING REPORT

COMPILE STAKEHOLDER DATABASE

Month 8 - 10

ANNOUNCE OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMENT
Personalised letter 
and Background 

Information Document
Media 

release
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On-site 
notices

Public 
places Web

ISSUES AND REPONSE REPORT

END OF SCOPING 
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Process of Process of integrationintegration(cont…)

SUBMIT FINAL EIR AND EMP TO AUTHORITIES

PROGRESS FEEDBACK LETTER

Month 13 - 14 COMMENCE SPECIALIST STUDIES

RE-ASSESS WHERE NECESSARY

PROCEEDINGS
(as Issues/Response Report)FINAL EIR AND DRAFT EMP

FINALISE SPECIALIST STUDIES

INTEGRATE FINDINGS

Month 20 -
Depending on time 
period required by 
authorities

AUTHORITY DECISION AND CONDITIONS IF 
POSITIVE AUTHORITY DECISION FEEDBACK

Personalised letter Advertisements

DRAFT EIR, summary draft EIR
(Including Issues and Response Report; Specialist Reports)

PROGRESS FEEDBACK LETTER AND 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF DRAFT EIR

FINALISE EMP AND IMPLEMENT

Month 17

OPEN HOUSES / PUBLIC MEETINGS
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Ongoing communication activitiesOngoing communication activitiesOngoing communication activities

•• Web site Web site 
((www:dwaf.gov.za/projects/GrootLetabawww:dwaf.gov.za/projects/GrootLetaba))

•• GLeWaPGLeWaP NewslettersNewsletters

•• Media announcements Media announcements 

•• Activities that directly coincide with the public Activities that directly coincide with the public 
participation processparticipation process

-- Media releasesMedia releases
-- AdvertisementsAdvertisements
-- PostersPosters
-- Documents at public placesDocuments at public places
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Steps already undertakenSteps already undertakenSteps already undertaken

• Identification of stakeholders (ongoing)
• Announcement of the EIA by way of:

• Advertisements
• Site notice boards
• Background Information Documents, comment 

sheet, letter of invitation
• Issues and Response Report
• Announcement meetings 
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Proposed next stepsProposed next stepsProposed next steps
• Continue with Issues and Response Report

• Register of interested and affected parties

• Letter to announce availability of Draft Scoping 
Report

• Making available Summary of Draft Scoping 
Report and the full Draft Scoping Report

• Public meetings to discuss the Draft Scoping 
Report

• Continue with Issues and Response Report


