ANNEXURE 13
WATER CONSERVATION AND WATER DEMAND MANAGEMENT “PACKAGE OF RESOURCES" AVAILABLE TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES
The Department of Water Affairs and Forestry has established that there is a general lack of funding for water conservation and water demand management solutions – especially within the Domestic Sector.  Without adequate funding support for water conservation and water demand management programmes, there is little hope that efficiencies will be improved.  This will result in a significant risk to the security of supply, as well as the long-term viability of water services institutions due to significant financial losses and associated high costs of capital infrastructure servicing.  

Global climate change also highlights the need for water conservation and demand management and the imperative for South Africa is to use its limited water supplies more productively.  The National Water Resources Strategy (2004) identified the importance of WC/WDM, which is now incorporated in the national planning for adequate water supplies.

Thus the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry recognized the need to establish an effective mechanism for funding of a Water Conservation and Water Demand Management programme, which is currently being investigated.  In response to the request for more funding and resource options (including sufficient technical expertise) being made available to the WC/WDM programme, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, along with other stakeholders such as SALGA, municipalities and SAAWU, has to develop a National Programme for WC/WDM.  
The figure below indicates the way in which the WC/WDM fund will be structured when operational.
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Current National WC/WDM Programme
The persistent current situation requires a smooth and appropriate balance towards achieving effective and efficient use of water resources by all water-use sectors.  This has prompted the Department to focus on the following activities, which are constituted within the four pillars of WC/WDM interventions and includes the following aspects:
	SOCIAL INTERVENTION

	Objective: to create awareness, stimulate implementation and educate the entire water sector on WC/WDM

	Project
	Brief Description
	Status

	National Water-Wise Campaign
	This includes the “be water-wise” campaign through the media; National WC/WDM Water Sector Awards aimed at recognizing water-use sectors implementing WC/WDM; and website (www.savingwater.org.za) which is a tool used for accessing information on WC/WDM through the internet.
	Annually 

	School Awareness Programmes
	This is targeted at school learners to learn WC/WDM concepts and participate in a number of awareness competitions such as science, technology & engineering innovations that will benefit the water sector. 
	Annually


	TECHNICAL INTERVENTION

	Objective: to technically implement the WC/WDM programme without compromising other pillars and the environment

	Project
	Brief Description
	Status

	Development of WC/WDM strategies and business plans
	· Understanding the concept of WC/WDM

· Development of business plans and project implementation plans

· Budgeting for WC/WDM programmes by WSAs
	Annually

	National Water Use Efficiency Information System
	An electronic tool used for capturing efficiency levels of all water use sectors. Has been established recently, but not yet fully operational.
	Current


	INSTITUTIONAL INTERVENTION

	Objective: to build institutions and partnerships for WC/WDM programmes and enforce WC/WDM principles

	Project
	Brief Description
	Status

	Partnership with WRC and Eskom
	The partnership is used mainly to continuously develop techniques and measures to improve farm water use efficiency and maximise implementation of WC/WDM by ensuring synergistic benefits in water use and electricity efficiency.
	On-going

	Enforcement of Water Use Authorization Conditions
	Through Water Use Authorization Application process; WC/WDM measures are incorporated.
	On-going

	National WC/WDM Regulations
	To enforce the adherence of WC/WDM.  These Regulations are aimed at both the products (such as devices/ infrastructure) and practices in water use and will be incorporated into the DWAF Regulations for promulgation. 
	Current


	ECONOMIC INTERVENTION

	Objective: to investigate, determine and develop mechanisms which includes incentives, funding, subsidies for implementation of  WC/WDM

	Project
	Brief Description
	Status

	National WC/WDM Fund
	To assist water use sectors by accessing finance to implement WC/WDM measures.
	Planned

	Guidelines on incentives for Water Use Efficient Devices
	To create incentives/ develop guidelines on incentives for water use sectors that implement WC/WDM.
	Planned


A presentation will be given at the Strategy Steering Committee meeting. 
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