ANNEXURE 1
Report on Matters Discussed by ATSG:  Meetings held on 2 Dec 2008 and 3 Feb 2009
Lifting of water restrictions:

The matter has been referred to the Technical Operations Committee.  Should the DWAF not lift water restrictions, the CCT will officially request the DWAF to lift the restrictions, as water restrictions should not be used as a tool to manage water demand if drought conditions are not in place.  

Technical Operations Committee (TOC): 
 (To be discussed under item 5.1.1.1 of the agenda)
It will be a 3-tier committee: the 1st consisting of owners and operators who deal with day-to-day transfers and the operation of the system.  The 2nd tier would involve the CCT when water restrictions are proposed.  The 3rd tier would be to involve the CCT’s consultative forum. 

Letters to local authorities, WUAs etc

Letters and annexures have been sent to everyone.
Information to stakeholders:  
(Refer to item 5.1.1.2 of the agenda)

Newsletter has been compiled and sent to everyone on the database of the WCRSS.
Presentation on climate change 
(Refer to item 8.1 on the agenda)
Climate change, as well as climate cycles, is an important aspect of scenario planning.  Bruce Hewitson has been asked to inform members of the SSC on whether climate change is a given (or whether it is just regarded as a cycle) and how climate change can influence scenario planning and the required implementation dates of interventions.  
Status of DWAF studies 
(Refer to item 6.2 and Annexure 5 of the agenda)
The Berg Water Availability Assessment (WAAS) is being wrapped up at the moment and there are indications that more water is available than originally thought.
DWAF has commissioned the pre-feasibility and feasibility studies for the augmentation of the Western Cape Water Supply System through the further development of the following surface water resources:

· Augmentation options for Voëlvlei Dam; 

· The Michell’s Pass, Molenaars and Upper Wit River Diversions; and 

· Raising Lower Steenbras Dam and possible further phases of the existing Palmiet Transfer Scheme.

Public meetings to inform the public on the commencement of these studies were held on 5 and 7 March 2009 in Grabouw and Worcester respectively.  Key stakeholders have been identified to serve on a steering committee that will review and comment on the reports and information provided by the consultants.  The committee will also guide the DWAF in selecting the appropriate schemes for further investigation in the second phase (detailed investigations) of the study.  The steering committee will meet for the first time on 31 March 2009.
Status on studies done by the City of Cape Town 
(Refer to item 6.3 and Annexure 6 of the agenda)

CCT’s water conservation and demand management programme holds the key to the implementation date of identified interventions.   The city started implementing its 10-year WC/WDM strategy in 2007 (required budget totalling R759 million), and already the impact of this intervention shows that CCT’s water demand could be kept close to the 2008 level until approximately 2013 – in effect ‘buying’ 5 years – and extending the commissioning of a new source to 2019.  It is, however, extremely important that CCT makes enough resources available for the continued successful implementation of the strategy.   Danie Klopper will inform the SSC on the progress with and challenges of the programme.
Water Reuse 
(Refer to item 8.2 and Annexure 8 of the agenda)
In November 2008 DWAF requested that a strategic assessment be made of the potential to reuse water (treated effluent) as a water augmentation option for the City of Cape Town.  The study consisted of the following components:

· A review of what previous studies had to say about the potential for water reuse in Cape Town.

· A review of the latest information available on water reuse practices, both nationally and internationally.

· Obtaining up to date information on the availability and quality of treated effluent, as well as existing and potential reuse schemes.

· Identify barriers to implementation of water reuse schemes and put forward strategies to address these barriers.

· Conceptualise potential water reuse schemes and do the preliminary costing for each scheme.

· Formulate a recommended strategic approach towards water reuse for augmentation of the WCWSS. 

A presentation on international best practise with regards to the re-use of water was made to the ATSG during their meeting held on 3 Feb 2009.   The costs and implications of implementing various augmentation schemes to integrate the use of treated effluent into the WCWSS was also presented.  It was agreed that future studies should focus on the planned indirect method for water reuse: treating the effluent (at an advanced treatment works) and placing it in an existing source (dam) from which water is abstracted and purified for potable use. 
A summary document presenting the findings, conclusions and recommendations will be prepared for the Steering Committee.
Updated list of SSC members

Attached; for information purposes.
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