ANNEXURE 7

DRAFT PRESS RELEASE

The Western Cape Water Supply System (WCWSS) Strategy Steering Committee held a meeting on the 17 September 2009 to review the water requirements from the supply system and to update the scenario planning to ensure the ongoing reconciliation of supply and requirement up to 2030. 
Whilst there is a general acceptance that climate change is occurring, the rainfall records in the catchments supplying water to the system do currently not show any evidence of significant short-term or long-term variance in annual rainfall patterns. It would be very costly to implement additional interventions to offset the potential decrease in yield as a result of climate change. Interventions should therefore only be implemented if proof of a long term decrease in rainfall were to be found. It is imperative that all planning undertaken by the Strategy Steering Committee take the potential impacts of climate change into account so that it would be possible for the responsible authorities to respond to climate change should it become a reality. It is also important to monitor for any changes in rainfall and run off and to understand the potential impacts of climate change on water requirements.
Two scenarios were considered by the Strategy Steering Committee. The first scenario (2009 Reference Scenario) assumed a high population and economic growth with resultant high water requirements, but also that the CCT would be fully successful in the implementation of its 10-year Water Conservation/Water Demand Management (WC/WDM) programme. Under this scenario the requirement for water exceeds the available supply in 2019 and a new intervention would have to be in place by then. The following options would be available for implementation and the final choice of which one to implement will have to be made in 2014:

· Water re-use

· Desalination of seawater

· A number of surface water schemes (e.g. Michell’s Pass, Voëlvlei Augmentation Scheme) 
The second scenario (worst case scenario) had the same assumptions regarding growth in water requirement and the successful implementation of WC/WDM, but also included the potential reduction of the water resources due to climate change. After consultation with climate change experts, it was assumed that the yield of the water resources would decrease by approximately 15 % over the next 25 years. Under this scenario the next augmentation scheme must be in place by 2017. The same interventions that are mentioned above would be available if they were fast-tracked. Fast-tracking an intervention would mean expediting approval process and also undertaking the design at risk in parallel to awaiting environmental approvals. The decision to fast-track the programmes need only to be made in two years from now and this give more time to monitor for the impact of climate change. 
The CCT’s 10-year strategy that was a pre-condition to the building of the Berg River Dam is targeting a saving of approximately 90 million m3 by 2016/2017. Should the CCT only achieve 50% success with the implementation of their WC/WDM strategy, a new intervention would be required by 2015. No supply interventions are available to implement by this date, not on a normal or a “fast-tracked” programme. The successful implementation of WC/WDM is therefore critical. 

The DWA is currently investigating a number of potential surface water interventions which could augment supply to the Western Cape Water Supply system. This study will firstly involve an intensive preliminary investigation of the identified surface water interventions. The second phase of the project involves a refinement and enhancement of the six options investigated in the Preliminary Phase, to either feasibility or pre-feasibility level. The CCT is also in the process of initiating feasibility studies to look at large scale water re-use and desalination.

The Table Mountain Group Aquifer in the Hottentots Holland Mountains is currently being investigated at feasibility level by the CCT in order to determine the aquifer’s yield and potential environmental impacts associated with utilising this resource as a supply scheme to the WCWSS. It has the potential to be a significant source of water for the system in future. Further investigations and any potential large scale development of the TMG Aquifer can obviously only be done after the current feasibility work has been concluded in 2014. For any of the above scenarios it could be phased in as a resource after one of the others has been implemented. If the actual growth in water use is lower as what was assumed in the scenarios, this option may then become the preferred one.
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