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ANNEXURE 8B

Osman Asmal

Director: Environmental Resource Management
Comments on the reforestation of the Steenbras and Wemmershoek Dam Catchment areas.

Dear Mr Asmal

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the attached document.
It is noted that this technical report is drafted in preparation of a report to the “Planning and Environment Portfolio Committee” and may result in the initiation of an EIA process, as a legal requirement to be undertaken by CCT.
The investigation of the reforestation of the Steenbras and Wemmershoek Dam Catchment areas by the City of Cape Town is of interest to CapeNature. Kogelberg Nature Reserve and the Steenbras Area both form an integral part to the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve and important water catchment area in the Western Cape upon which the Cape Town Metropolis depends.
To ensure responsible water resources management and to alleviate Cape Town Metropole’s impending water crises, a cost benefit analysis to determine the viability of reforestation vs. water loss needs to be commissioned to determine the viability and assess the potential impacts on the natural ecosystems. The current inter-basin water transfers from the Palmiet Catchment, the TMG Aquifer Feasibility Study, as well as future releases from the Steenbras dam to meet the ecological reserve, must also be considered.
The technical report is well motivated and it identifies the ecological significance of the areas and thus is fully supported by CapeNature. In addition, Biosphere Reserve principles and zonation are clearly factors that must also be considered when making decisions regarding compatible land-use. Where possible, rehabilitation areas should be upgraded into the buffer or even the core zones.

As mutual custodians of conservation and mountain catchment areas any study should lean heavily on the side of the ecological impacts as these are likely to provide valuable information on the effects on the biological systems. A detailed sensitivity analysis and other ecological studies are also warranted to advise a feasibility study.
For any further assistance and required input, please keep me informed of any new developments in this regard.

Yours sincerely

SJ. BEKKER

Executive Director
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